
 

 The section of this yard south of the church was not acquired by the church until 1919.  In 
1817, there was a one-story building on the lot and the lot was occupied by free black tenants.  
These tenants, the Beckley family, occupied the lot until at least 1850. A building is shown on the 
front part of the lot on the 1865 map (Figure 4).  This building was gone by 1877 (Figure 5).  By 
1891, another building had been constructed in the central part of the lot.  It was gone by 1921, 
after the church's purchase of the property.   

D. Summary and Conclusions 
 

An archaeological identification survey was conducted at the historic Alfred Street Baptist 
Church (44AX161) in Alexandria, Virginia, by Engineering-Science in November 1991.  
Subsurface archaeological testing was conducted both in the interior of the historic church and in 
the yard area to the west and south of the church.  The study area for the identification survey 
consisted of the original church lot, which first had been rented by the Colored Baptist Society in 
1818, and the adjacent lot to the south which was acquired by the church in 1919.  The work 
around the church foundation identified builder's trenches associated with the construction of the 
church and with subsequent alterations.  Testing in the yard identified a buried cultural deposit 
datable to the early to mid-19th-century.  The deposit covered a builder's trench along the west wall 
of the old church.  The fact that the builder's trench predates the 19th-century deposit along with 
the date range of artifacts recovered from the trench, allow us to tentatively date the construction of 
the main block of the church to around the second quarter of the 19th-century.  The front 10-foot 
section of the church and the rear addition were constructed at a later date, probably in the last 
decades of the 19th-century.  A basement was excavated beneath the standing structure and a 
concrete floor was poured around the turn of the century.  Inspection of the building by an 
architectural historian identified changes in the height of the floor above the basement after the 
front 10-foot section had been added.  The archaeological investigations also revealed differences 
in the construction of the church foundation from wall to wall.  The foundation walls varied in 
depth, thickness, and style of brickwork.  These variations may represent economic measures as 
well as the work of different bricklayers.   
 
 Both the church and the subsurface deposits were considered to be significant for their 
information potential.  In addition, the church is significant architecturally and for its association 
with one of the earliest African-American neighborhoods in Alexandria, known as the "The 
Bottoms" (Cressey 1985).  The church would have been a focal point for this community and an 
important representation of the community to the wider society.  The archaeology revealed unusual 
architectural features that may shed light on the building techniques used in the construction of the 
church.  This work could be incorporated with wider architectural and historical research into how 
the construction of the church was funded, who built it (e.g., building societies), as well as the 
specific building techniques used.   
 
 The 19th-century deposit in the yard is significant for the information it may be able to 
provide on life in "The Bottoms" during the 19th-century.  This deposit is probably associated with 
a family of free African-American tenants, the Beckleys, who occupied the lot next to the church 
throughout the 19th-century.  The Beckley family occupied an economic position near the lowest 
rank of Alexandria society.  There is little historical documentation available on this segment of 
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